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said tie did not tlilijK it would He ap- 
• propria’te or wise for him to comment i 
on specific questions of legitimate, 
public interest. But when the subject 
was Cambodia, his response was more 
solid than, the questions. . : ' 

He restated a concept that has been 
fundamental to the United States' 
foreign policy for most of our history, 
and he did it ns well as anyone has done 
' lately. But he left some things unsaid, 
too. . 

: t .. , • i 

Although Washington has tried 
repeatedly to encourage a negotiated 
settlement of the war in Cambodia, Mr. 
Ford said, the other side has shown no 


wm iiui stop, rumor 11 win increase . 


even dc gone oeiore a um 101 couumtca 


(Aid) might give the government just enough leverage to 
reach that humane and orderly surrender, rather than lying 
helpless before whatever retaliatory massacre the invaders 
wish to indict. ' ; ■ 


We will have been false to ourselves, to 
our word and to our friends. No one 
should think for a moment that we can 
walk away from that without a deep 
sense of shame.” . , 

God, how hopelessly old-fashioned. 
Ildw Eagle Scoutish, how redolent of 
the Lafayette Escadrllle, Lend Lease, 
Bundles for Britain, the Berlin Airlift, 


aid can be passed, before this reaches 
print. 

If the situation is beyond redemption, 
It is argued, why bother to spend 
money on it? Of course, if the situation 
were hopeful, that would be more than 
reason enough to let the Cambodians 
go it without rice or shells paid for by 
US. Heads the other side wins, tails the 
■ Cambodians lose. 


man lying neipicss mjiore whatever: 
retaliatory massacre the invaders wish 
to inflict. . ..• • ; 'J 

It clearly would demonstrate to the 
world that this country still docs not 
turn away from its allies Just because ' 
they are surrounded and outnumbered. ' 
And it would assure that when Cam- ; 
bodia does go, it ennnot be said that It 
went - because the United Stales 
reneged on Its commitment. The’ 
divisive potential of an argument over 
that in domestic politics as well as 
abroad is too depressing to explore ' 
today. • , , . . , 

FIJUCUmsON IS A SYNDICATED COLUMNIST 
FOB THE BALTIMORE SUN. y . .( ■; 
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v By BRUCE HENDERSON 
|liditorlal Page Editor 

M Suddenly we are nose-deep In con- 
spiracy theories and cover-up charges 
iagain. Now that Watergate has finally 
|moved off stage, the curtnin re-opens 
ion the mystery that challenges Agatha 
Christie’s “Ten Little Indians” for 
most revivals in the American theater 
Jp- “Who Really Killed John F. Ken- 
nedy?’’ : ’ • 

! There are new, claims of evidence 
^challenging the findings of the Warren 
.Commission, and charges leveled 
against the Central Intelligence 
Agency give them enough plausibility 
Mo. overcome the , skepticism (hat 
greeted earlier conspiracy theories. 
And still alive in the wings are the 
incomplete dramas of who else was 
involved in the killing of Robert F. 
Kennedy and Marlin Luther .King, and 
what really happened at Chnp- 
paquiddick? ; , j -■ ;-*>?>• 

y The public curiosity attending these ' 



questions cannot be expected to die of 
neglect, as Richard Nixon expected of 
Watergate. That experience taught us 
that we can dig out the truth no matter 
who is sitting on it, and no one is going 
• 


to be satisfied until all of the doubts are 
cleared up. The sooner authorities 
realize this, the sooner we can begin to 
look forward with confidence again as 
a nation — rather than backwards with j 
suspicion. 

IT IS THE RESPONSIBILITY of the 
public and the press to keep these 
issues alive until the truth is known and 
all skepticism laid to rest; Watergate 
demonstrated the power of in- 
vestigative reporting to dig out the 
facts despite a desperate cover-up ' 
attempt, although there were special 
circumstances: people were willing to 
talk (ns long as they weren’t iden- 
tified), and the evidence was all there • 
on the tapes. It would hnVc come oul V 
eventually anyway. It is not going to be 
as easy to get to the bottom of these . 
other mysteries, but public pressure 
and resourceful journalism apparently 
are going to have to lead the effort. 

$ Perhaps there is nothing significant^ 
to the hew theories* as government, ^ 
FBI and CIA officials would have us 
believe. But their credibility is so far 
eroded that few will accept their 
assurances on faith. And there appears 
cnougli substance to the claims that 


they must be dealt with seriously and . 
openly enough to inspire confidence in 
any new conclusions. ( • 

THE NEWS is chattering with 
charges that the CIA plotted with the 
Mafia to assassinate Fidel Castro in 
the early 60 's, and may have been 
involved in the assassinations of Rafael 
Trujillo in the Dominican Republic and 
Francois Duvalier in Haiti. Two for- . 
mer aides of Robert Kennedy have i t 
confirmed the Castro plot —- but insist 

Perspective 

that Kennedy squelched it. Now 
rumors have been revived that there is 
a Castro link to the assassination of 
President Kennedy — in retaliation for 
the attempts on his own life. 

Dick Gregory, the black comedian 
who found nothing waSfunny anyjnor^ 
claims that fonner pt A - agents and ■ • 
Watergate felons E). Howard Hunt and 
Bernard Barker were arrested in 
Dallas the day of the assassination. An 
author conducting electronic analysis 
of Lee Harvey Oswald's voice, taped 


after his arrest, is convinced that 
Oswald was innocent. We have heard 
so many fanciful claims in the past that 
we are automatically skeptical, but 
there are enough clearly unanswered 
questions that every new charge must 
have a hearing. 

, Many who have carefully studied all 
aspects of the assassination are con- 
vinced that Oswald did not act alone, 
that Kennedy was hit by a crossfire, 
and the circumstantial evidence is 
compelling. The Abraham Zapruder 
film of the assassination (shown on the 
“Goodnight America” TV show late 
last Thursday night) clearly shows 
Kennedy’s head driven violently back^ 
wards by the second shot — allhought 
the Warren Commission concluded 
that Oswald was the lone assassin, 
firing from the Texas School Book 
Depository behind the President. 

ALSO UNEXPLAINED is why 
spectators dn ; the < right froi\t of the 
presidential limousine dove to the 
ground looking behind them for the 
source of a shot or shots they heard, 
and why several of them, with a 
number of Dallas policemen, rushed 
the grassy knoll and picket fence in 


front of the car in search of the 
assassin. (Pictures show a shadowy 
figure in this area before the shots are 
fired, but gone immediately af- 
terwards.) 

There are lingering doubts that 
Oswald could have fired his Mann- 
licher-Carcano, with its awkward 
bolt action, three times in rapid suc- 
cession and scored direct hits with 
each shot on a target moving away 
from him. At least one expert 
claims the one bullet recovered did 
not come from .Oswald’s gun— lead- 
ing to the disturbing suspicion that 
someonp fudged the evidence. 

Through the Tl% years that have, 
elapsed, there have been frequent calls 
to reopen the investigation, from those 
written off as kooks to distinguished 
citizens, but everyone concerned 
’ professes satisfaction with the Warren 
Report. Why? Why, with all of these 
obviously unexplained questions, does 
the Kennedy family claim to , be 
satisfied? Why would the CIA be in- 
volved anyway? . 

THESE ARE DISTURBING 
questions. So is the fact that James 


Earl Ray, convicted assassin of th 
Rev. Martin Luther . King, has bee 
denied ah opportunity to change h 
plea from guilty to innocent because h 
is apparently ready to talk about wht 
is an event more likely conspiracy. S 
is the fact that the assassination \ 
Robert Kennedy and the attempt c 
George Wallace have not been coi 
vincingly tied to single assassins. So 
the fact that Edward Kenhedy 
Chappaquiddick story is so full of hole 
as to strain the credibility of an 
reasonable person. 

What is most disturbing, however, 
that in each case an inquiry has bee 
conducted and officials have declare 
themselves satisfied and unwilling I 
consider any further evidence. As lor 
as the doubts and the questions persis 
however, and arc not satisfied for tt 
general public, they must be kept aliv 
until the truth is known. 

The truth may be painful, as it we 
with Watergate, but public confidenc 
in government and its institutions wi 
not be restored until the doubts ar 
removed. Apd those agencies mu.* 
know now that the questions will not p 
away. .• 
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